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“ ARCHIVES  UNVEIL  PRE-1853 RAIL  HISTORY ”

 Roorkee -  Aug. 9


Who says the first train in India began its journey in 1853 from Mumbai to Thane?

A startling disclosure by the IIT,  Roorkee, may alter the track of history of Indian Railways amid new revelations that the first train in India ran between Roorkee and Piran Kaliar on December 22, 1851.

The new claim is in sharp contrast to the earlier historic evidence that the first train started its journey in 1853 from Mumbai to Thane, which completed its 150 years only this year.  But track of this historic document may be in for a change now.

The Director of the prestigious IIT, Roorkee, Dr. Prem Vrat, is feeling proud in revealing that the new fact came to light when Mr. Yogender Singh, the librarian of the central library of the 155 year old institute flipped through an old book published in 1860 in its archival section.

“This fact remained buried in the pages of an old book published in 1860 in which its author Col. P. T. Cautley had revealed that the locomotive of the first train was brought from Britain in 1851 and the two wagons began their first journey in the same year” Dr. Vrat told the Deccan Herald here.

Unfortunately, no photograph of the train is available, said Dr. Vrat adding some sketches and documents of the railway line, crossings and wagons, which this locomotive pulled are available in the Ganges collection of the Achieves.

The book titled “Report on the Ganga Canal Works’  published in Britain, said while constructing an aqueduct of a canal over Solani river, British engineers wanted to bridge a large quantity of clay and other earth materials from nearby Piran Kaliar area situated only 10 Kms away from Roorkee.  This necessity to bring earth and other materials compelled the engineers to invent the possibility of running a train between the two points.

Mr. Yogendra Singh, the librarian of the IIT, came across all this information recorded in the book by sheer chance when he was going through the library to consult certain documents on the Roorkee Railway Station.

Col. Cautley, whose book was published in London, had mentioned clearly that the engine of the train was brought from England in 1851 and it was named after the Executive engineer,  Thomson, who conceptualized and successfully completed the ambitious mega plan to run train here.

Initially, two wagons were attached to the engine with a capacity to load 180 to 200 tons of material.  The train used to cover a distance of two and half miles in 38 minutes between Roorkee and Piran Kaliar with a speed of four miles per hour, the book said.

The train remained operation for nine months until the locomotive caught fire one day, in 1852.  But by the time, the construction of the aqueduct had been completed, Dr. Vrat quoting the book, said.

Volume II and page 447 of the book reads;  ‘ the locomotive is a small and compact engine and tender in one frame, adapted from its water and fuel arrangements to moderate distances only and applicable to draw on a level line of rail of ballast wagons of an aggregated weight of 182 to 200 tons at a speed of four miles per hour’.



