Tide & Landing Waiters

On the arrival from Foreign parts of a ship at Gravesend, laden with merchandize, Tide-waiters are put and remain on board until she reaches the place of discharge.   The goods being duly reported and entered at the Custom-house, a warrant authorizing the warehousing of them, is signed by the Receiver of the Duties under the Collector, and other officers of the Inward department, and transmitted to the Landing-waiters, who are appointed to issue orders for unloading the cargo.

At the London docks there are three Landing-waiters so appointed; by virtue of their order, issued in pursuance if the above mentioned warrant, the cargo is brought to the quay, and landed under the immediate care of the Landing-waiter who is specially appointed to each ship.  The Landing-waiters examine and weigh the several packages, and officers denominated Guagers, guage and ascertain the contents, and (according to recent practice) enter an account thereof in two books delivered to them for that purpose; one containing particulars of goods intended to be warehoused, and the other a full statement of the whole cargo.

The Landing-waiters, in the performance of their duty, are subject to the daily inspection and superintendence of the Principal and Landing Surveyors.

Immediately after the goods have been weighed, the tares, &c. adjusted, the marks, numbers, and any other particulars entered in the Landing-waiter's books, they are deposited in a warehouse and placed under the charge of an officer called a Locker, who is employed under the Warehouse-keeper.  When delivery of the cargo is completed, the Locker signs a receipt for the goods in the Landing-waiter's book, which relieves the latter from any further responsibility respecting them.  The Landing-waiter's book, containing an account of the warehoused goods, is sent to the Warehouse-keeper, who enters the particulars into his book, called a Register, then transmits it to the Controller, to be entered in the books of his office;  and when the whole cargo has been delivered, this book, with the warrants, certificates of bond being given, and the orders for delivery, are forwarded to the office of the Controlling Surveyor, for the purpose of being examined and checked, and then sent to!  the Jerquers;  the other book containing an account of the whole of the cargo is transmitted to an officer denominated a Jerquer, whose duty it is to examine into the correctness of such account, and with whom the book ultimately remains." This is taken from "The Fifth Report of the Commissioners appointed by His Royal Highness The Prince Regent, to enquire in to the existing Regulations for the conduct of the business, in every department of the Customs, and of the Import and Export departments of the Excise......   dated 4th August 1819.


